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Rainy day records 
David Paterson, a volunteer with the Restoration Group, is currently transcribing 

Mrs Beale’s rainfall records.  The idea is that James Masters will hopefully be able 

to use them to relate the weather patterns prevailing now to the weather in the 

early part of the 20th century - as part his garden restoration project.  Mrs Beale 

started her records in 1895 and David is entering the daily rainfall into a spread-

sheet in order to be able to draw some graphs, comparisons and, perhaps, 

conclusions.   

 

After a slow start, he says, (Christmas intervened!) he has now reached 1926, 

which sounds pretty good going to me, As the record continues to 1965, broken 

only by a gap of 4 years (when Standen was requisitioned by East Grinstead 

hospital during W.W.II), he knows that he has still got some way to go!  Once the 
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data is all captured, the big question will remain: how to use it in the most 

meaningful way. 

 

The current automatic weather station at Standen is not in an ideal place.  Located 

behind some trees, it is inadvertently shaded from wind, rain and sunshine, and the 

temperature readings may be skewed as well.  So, with the help of the Met Office 

Regional Network Manager Jake Brown at Pease Pottage, a better location on the 

Standen property has been selected from a shortlist provided by James.  Once 

the weather station has been moved, the Standen weather record will be re-

started, and ideally the findings will be hooked up to both the National Trust & 

Met Office web-sites. 

 

Name that plant 
The gardeners at Standen have 

been showing us amateurs some of 

their favourite plants on the 

estate, in the hope that we will be 

able to remember the names and 

impress the visitors if they ask.  So 

far this year, four gardeners have 

given us their choices.  Elaine has 

introduced us to the dainty, little 

clematis – Clematis cirrhosa 

‘Freckles’ – which grows near the 

arch into the courtyard, and  

Nick offered us Camellia japonica 

‘Nobilissima’ - the lovely yellow-tinged, white camellia which graces the brick steps 

behind the quarry garden.  

Carolyn’s choice (seen over the 

page) was the delicate, winter-

flowering honeysuckle Lonicera 

fragrantissima.  The most 

recent addition was the selection 

of Trudie, our countryside 

ranger, whose plant is also found 

growing in the woods around the 

estate.  It is the Hart's tongue 

fern, Asplenium scolopendrium 

AGM, (also on the next page) an 

evergreen plant which loves 

damp, shady places. 



 

 

 It’s a challenge to get our heads round 

these unfamiliar names, but a great sense 

of achievement when they do finally trip 

off the tongue. 

Winter-flowering Honeysuckle 

 

                             Hart’s Tongue Fern  

 

 

Payback time 
Don't forget that all those hours of hard graft earn you discounts within the 

National Trust.  These range from a discounted stay at historic house hotels or 

holiday cottages (up to 35%), through to 20% off in Trust shops and restaurants 

and when you shop online.  For those still buying an annual National Trust 

membership, this too can be discounted by 20% for volunteers.  These and other 

offers, along with discount codes, can be found at www.my-volunteering.org.uk/   

If you save enough, you could treat yourself by buying something through the 

Friends of Standen Estate Web Shop, and help raise money for FoSE! 

 

Standen Revival – recreating Mrs Beale’s garden  

Thanks to all that careful planning, the 

restoration is well on track, although there was a 

slight hiatus when it was discovered that a 

telegraph pole had been erected through the old 

Victorian drain that runs along the main drive.  No 

wonder there were drainage problems in the 

vicinity.  The damage has now been repaired and 

work on the drive will soon be completed.  It’s a 

long time since those cobbles had seen the light 

of day.  Cables have been laid in all the channels 

dug around the estate, and Ben is now well on the 

way to filling them all in – hopefully before we 

lose any careless visitors.  I think he will miss his 

daily mudbath.  In fact, you have to look hard on 

the next page to realise that he is in the photo at 

all.   

http://www.my-volunteering.org.uk/


 

 

 

The Standen Revival display 

is up and running in the 

Potting Shed.  Some of the 

woodland volunteer group 

have put their ‘Arts and 

Crafts’ skills to the test and 

built benches, shelves and 

brackets.  Some of the 

garden restoration volunteers 

have oiled the benches, 

painted, and helped to 

organise the display of tools 

that we have amassed so far.  

Here you will find photo 

albums of our progress on the three main restoration tasks: The Drive, 

Grandfather’s Walk and the Electricity, Drainage and Irrigation work that has 

been going on across the garden and estate.  

 

There is also a nature table 

displaying interesting finds 

from around the garden and 

surrounding woodlands.  Over 

the coming weeks and months 

more will be added into the 

Potting Shed, including a very 

old lawnmower, so each time 

you visit Standen do pop in and 

take a look.  It is a good way to 

keep up with what is happening 

around the garden and estate.   

 

Woodland Archaeology talk 
The AGM for the Friends of Standen Estate will be held on May 9th at 7.30 in 

the Barn Café.  We would urge all Friends of Standen to attend, if only to hear 

the speaker, whose input will take much longer than the business part of the 

meeting - which should be fairly brief.   The speaker will be Matthew Pitts, the 

High Weald AONB’s Woodland & Cultural Landscape Officer, who will no doubt be 

able to give us some fascinating insights into the woodland at Standen and 

elsewhere on the Weald.  He is also soon to be visiting members of the Woods 

Group to explore the hidden archaeology they may be unknowingly working above. 

 



 

 

Who is Sylvia? What is she? 
Apologies to those not old enough to recognize the song!  However, it might be 

time to update people regarding the composition of the committee.  At the 

moment it comprises the following people: 

   James Masters – President   

Susan Hodgson – Chair   Elaine Boot - Vice-chair / Secretary

 Anne Scutt - Treasurer    Roy Page – Membership 

Carolyn and Andrew Hibbert - Website/Facebook; general techie things! 

Pam Griffiths - Newsletter Editor Tim Roberson - Volunteer Group Rep. 

Keith Rogers     Anthony Fisher 

Susan has reached the end of her tenure as Chair and is stepping down from the 

role, so this might be a good place to thank her for all her tireless efforts on 

FoSE’s behalf.  She has certainly galvanised all sorts of people and companies into 

supporting Standen in all sorts of ways.  As I said in the limerick, she will be a 

hard act to follow.  Andrew Hibbert and Tim Roberson are also stepping down due 

to pressure of other commitments, though Andrew will no doubt still be involved in 

techie things.  Thanks to these two also for their contributions and creativity. 

Andrew is still keen to organise a sponsored bike ride as outlined in the last 

newsletter, so if you are thinking of taking part but have not yet contacted him, 

please get in touch at support@fose.org.uk.  If you have a hankering to be on the 

committee, talk to James. 

 

Calling all photographers 
Some of you sent in some superb photos for the FoSE calendar last year.  It’s just 

a pity that there aren’t more than 12 months in the year.  Please keep sending 

them in to support@fose.org.uk as we need photos for both calendar and cards. 

 

Chocolate anyone? 
Thanks to all those who voted for Standen to receive a grant from the Hot Galaxy 

Warm Heart fund.  This is a monthly event, so we would like you to vote again – or 

vote if you haven’t done so already – in the March bid.  This can be done at 

www.hotgalaxywarmheart.com/fund/friends-of-standen-estate  You have to 

register, which concerned some people, but those who have done so have not 

experienced a sudden uprush in junk mail. 
 

Sunshine all the way – hopefully 
Those intrepid souls who attended last year’s Bluebell Barbecue will know that 

FoSE members know how to have a good time whatever the weather.  Despite the 

torrential rain last April, there was a good turn-out.  This year the weather must 

be kinder, but we will be going ahead regardless, so put your wellies on stand-by if 

it is still muddy.  The date this year is Sunday 28th April at 11 o’clock. In 

mailto:support@fose.org.uk
mailto:support@fose.org.uk
http://www.hotgalaxywarmheart.com/fund/friends-of-standen-estate


 

 

preparation, we would like to ask for donations of clearly labeled plants and cakes – 

both of which you can bring with you on the day.  We also need prizes for the 

Tombola.  These can be brought in in advance, but please label them as Tombola 

gifts – stray boxes of chocolates left in the stable room tend to get eaten.  James 

will put a labeled box in the tea room where you can leave your offerings.  We hope 

to have craft demonstrations on the day, as well as craft items to sell. 

 

Meet Anne Scutt 
We thought it would be a good idea to introduce some of our volunteers to the 

FoSE membership as a whole, as so often we are ships that pass in the night.  First 

up is Anne Scutt, who finds time to work in both Wood and Garden Groups and 

serve on the committee: 

I first became interested in gardening just after I got married.  I got my husband 
an allotment to get him out of the house so that I could go out with my friends. 
Only joking, (partly).  

When I was made redundant I looked for something else to occupy me.  As I like 
to be active, enjoy gardening, and visiting NT properties, I thought about 
becoming a volunteer gardener with the National Trust.  I asked at Nymans about 
volunteer gardening but was told, “…only if you want a career in Horticulture”.  I 
thought not at my age! 

I didn’t consider Standen as Nymans is just up the road from me. Then I started 
playing badminton at East Grinstead Sports Centre so, as I was in the area, I 
drove along to ask at Standen about becoming a volunteer gardener -  and they 
weren’t so choosy! 

I started working with the Garden Group.  My first task was to help line the 
greenhouse.  We were given rolls of bubble polythene, string and bulldog clips, and 
told to do the job.  (It reminded me of the courses we went on at work, where you 
were given silly things to do on a team building exercise).   My next job was helping 
to build the steps down to the bamboo garden.  Someone jokingly suggested that 
perhaps this was a job better suited to the Woods Group.  This prompted me to 
join the Woods Group as a spy and report back on their activities to the Garden 
Group.  That was over 2 years ago and I am still there.  

“What do you do in the Garden group?” I am asked by my friends, and I reply: not 
always what I call gardening.  Digging and filling in ditches; lining greenhouses; 
tacking netting to bridges; moving chippings to the top terrace - the list goes on. 
We also do weeding and planting out and I seem to spend a lot of my time in the 
winter collecting up leaves in the Quarry Garden with Veronica (another volunteer 
gardener). 



 

 

In the Woods Group my favourite job is coppicing.  I am really happy when Trudie 
says, “Cut down everything; we need to clear this area”.  I also enjoy the bonfires, 
especially when burning holly as it makes a lovely crackling sound.  In the spring I 
spent several Wednesdays with Frank and Mike doing a wild flower survey.  I knew 
the names of quite a few wild flowers but learnt a lot more, including their Latin 
names. 

In my previous job I started in the Civil Service as a computer programmer and 
have always worked in IT.  I worked for ‘Paymaster’ in Crawley who, when I first 
joined, paid all Civil Service, Teachers, NHS, and Forces (Army, Navy & RAF) 
pensions.  However, over the years some of these contracts were awarded outside 
the Civil Service and other work came along.  ‘Paymaster’ was privatised in 1997 
then subsequently sold on a few times so, from 1997 until I was made redundant, I 
worked for 4 different companies but sat at the same desk.  

In my spare time I help look after our two allotments (hence I don`t volunteer to 
work in the kitchen garden, too much like a busman`s holiday) and keep the garden 
at home weeded.  I also play badminton three times a week, tennis in the summer 
and go walking once a week with a “Walk for Health” group. 

 

A delightful discovery 

Not strictly a plant of the week, but a 

gem nevertheless, was the little clump 

of cyclamen which Hannah spotted 

hiding under a tree.  She and her team 

from the Garden Group were 

mountaineering a couple of weeks ago in 

pursuit of brambles on the bank above 

the Rhododendron Dell when she 

noticed these. 

 

…and finally 
Many of us will have had one of Standen’s remarkably tame robins fluttering 

around our feet snatching up grubs from the freshly turned soil.  Apparently, 

European robins follow wild pigs as they root through the undergrowth, taking 

advantage of the way they disturb the earth.  It seems that they think we are 

pigs.  It’s enough to make you snort! 

 

 

Pam Griffiths                                                                                February 2013 

 


