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In this edition of In a Nutshell the main item is Wood Works on Wednesday 26 August.  
There are also reports from the Annual Meeting on 7 May, introducing out new committee, 
a quick round up across the gardens and woods, and news about a FOSE web site. 

WOOD WORKS - WEDNESDAY 26 AUGUST 11 – 4 
CELEBRATING OUR WOODLANDS AND FUNDED BY BBC 

BREATHING PLACES 
 YOUR HELP NEEDED - RSVP 

Everyone is invited to take part, not just those who volunteer in the woods.   

Please sign up if you expect to be there, even if you normally volunteer in the 
woods on a Wednesday.  Free tea/coffee/squash and biscuits for all volunteers. 

Coming? Replies to Lynda Goacher    

More information from Susan Hodgson.  

Some of you have already been signed up for particular activities and tasks.  You 
will be contacted separately.  

Setting up Tuesday (25 August) – 10am to around noon  
Volunteers needed to help set up tables, tents and gazebos.  Put up signs. Prepare 
handouts for visitors.  Many hands make light work.   

On the Big Day (Wednesday) 10am – 4pm 
- briefing for all Volunteers at 10am in Jack & Tommy Field 

We still need help for:  

Children’s activities 

Stewards in the wood and in jack and Tommy Field  - to ensure spectators get a good 
view but from a safe distance and to act as guides. 

General help on the day anything and everything.   

NUTS ABOUT STANDEN! 



OTHER EVENTS AT STANDEN IN 2009 

The Woodland Adventure: a survivors guide: 10 August 11am - 4pm 
Demonstrations from Wildwood Bushcraft of how to track animals, build shelters and 
survive in the wild.  Also craft demonstrations from our woodland volunteers throughout 
the day. For all budding Ray Mears.   
Chris Hill chris.hill@nationaltrust.org.uk is looking for volunteers to assist. 

For further news of events in the house and on the estate see programme leaflets in the 
tea room and on the Standen section of the NT web site at www.nationaltrust.org.uk   

FOSE STALL AT THE EAST GRINSTEAD MAY FAIR ON BANK HOLIDAY  

Our stall attracted considerable interest and raised some £400. 

FOSE MEMBERSHIP  

Now stands at 66, up from 55 at the 2008 Annual Meeting, out of over 100 volunteers. 

ANNUAL MEERTING HIGHLIGHTS  

For those of you who did not make it to the AGM on 7 May, here is a resume of James’s 
review of the year and forward look.  Unfortunately words cannot bring to you those 
moments captured by James’s camera to show what volunteering at Standen is all about, 
though as those present who were not active volunteers were heard to remark, much of it 
seemed to involve brewing tea.  

James listed some of the real achievements over the past year, all down to money raised 
and hard work from volunteers.  Work in Rockinghill Wood (formerly Standen Wood ) 
removing invasive plants etc has only attracted positive comments since it was completed.  
New benches have been installed in the Plantation.  In the kitchen garden there are new 
herb pots.  The new fruit press has been put to good use.  For the kitchen garden, herb 
pots have been provided as well as a potting bench for the green house and materials for 
the fruit cage.  

James looked forward to the start in July of work on the Badger Hide and to watching 
young badgers in the Spring. Thanks to Terry Ryan for help with the planning permission.  
In the woods, we will have a new trailer for tools, benches to go along the woodland walks 
and plans to make good use of our own timber. For latest see Woodland Works, above, and 
Carolyn’s kitchen garden poster, attached.  The bees James hoped for have now arrived. 

New FOSE chairman and new committee members 

Susan Hodgson is Chairman, taking over from John Spencer. Thanks John for all the work 
you put in getting FOSE set up and steering us the first three years. Thanks also go to 
other retiring committee members for all their time and commitment over the same 
period: Caroline Heath, Colin Hickman, Tony Tinning, Jane Regan.    

Welcome to new committee members: Carolyn Hibbert, Stuart Dickenson, Keith Rogers, 
Roy Page and Andrew Hibbert.  The rest of the committee are: James Masters 
(President) Sheila Spencer (Treasurer) Elaine Boot (new Vice-Chairman and Membership 
Secretary) Tim Roberson (Secretary), Lynda Goacher and Margaret May.  



WHAT ELSE IS HAPPENING IN THE GARDEN AND WOODS? 

Here’s a quick and far from comprehensive update on some of what is happening in the 
garden and how the money raised by FOSE is being spent.   

Tools Having lots of volunteers active on site at any one time requires that we have plenty 
of tools available for us all to work with.   So we are always on the lookout for tools to 
help us do a better job.    

Kitchen garden fruit cage is now completed.  Building it was quite a challenging task given 
the slope on the site.  Well worth a look if you have not seen it.  Kitchen garden 
vegetables are now being used in the restaurant. 

Woods – Work on the badger hide has started, to be ready for watching young badgers in 
the Spring.  More work on the barn.  

Thursday garden group – more work on the pond 

North Sussex Volunteers in the Plantation – projects include a xylophone. 

Making Standen self-sustaining - the newly constructed hay bailer has been put to good 
use with the grass cut from the orchard to save on winter feed for the ponies.   

Bees – we are providing bee-keeping suits and gloves.  

EXTENSIONS TO VOLUNTEER CARD DISCOUNTS:  

In addition to the discount you already enjoy in National Trust shops and restaurants, 
holders of current volunteer cards are now eligible for the following discounts:  

Holiday Cottages: 

 •20% off all bookings except peak periods   

•50% off bookings made 10 days in advance of occupancy date  

•No half week supplements  

Memberships:  

A 20% discount on Gift Memberships purchased by staff, staff pensioners and volunteers 
is now available. The discount is available for one-off (one year)  

Gift Memberships and Life Memberships. It is also available  on the first year of ongoing 
Gift Memberships (where the giver commits to keep paying the membership as a gift 
every year), with the second and subsequent years payable at the full membership 
subscription rate.  

FOSE ON THE WEB  

We are setting up a FOSE web site including a new e-mail contact point for potential 
volunteers. Future editions of this newsletter will be posted on the website. We hope to 
provide password access to a members’ part of the site to include useful information like 
group meeting dates.  Those who receive the newsletter by e mail will be sent a link when 
the site is tested, up and running.    

  


