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In this edition of In a Nutshell: 

HILLTOP SHAW REJUVINATED 

MIGHTY MURDER MYSTERY 

FOSEWEAR REMINDER 

REVAMPED WEBSITE 

ROCK TOP NEWS 

CHARCOAL ANYONE? 

QUIZ NIGHT 

WONDERFUL WEBSITE 

STANDEN SKILLS BANK 

AND FINALLY… 

 

Progress on Hilltop Shaw 

Thanks to Trudie Jacobs for 

updating us on this important 

project.  

 

Can you all remember what Hilltop 

Shaw used to look like? Lots of 

overgrown Holly and Laurel bushes, 

shading out all the ground flora, and 

lots of rubbish, not to mention all 

the dumped hardcore and garden 

waste. Not an inviting start to your 

walk and generally not safe for dogs’ 

feet. 

NUTS ABOUT STANDEN! 



 

 

 

Well here we are after several years of hard work, mainly in the winter with lots of 

bonfires. The woodland volunteers have been joined by working holiday volunteers to clear 

the invasive vegetation and rubbish, put up post and rail fencing and generally make the 

area safe. The holiday volunteers were very sceptical about cutting through the hedge to 

create windows across the field but once it was done they saw how it enhanced the area. 

 

Ben has re-landscaped the parking area 

and we have installed a height barrier 

to discourage anti-social parking. This 

was helped by the grants obtained by 

FoSE to purchase the fencing and road 

plannings.  

 
As the years go on we will be surveying 

the changes in vegetation and animals 

to show that our work has improved 

the area ecologically.  

 

Ben has a design for a seat that uses 

the beech wood that was felled because it was damaged and this should be installed 

shortly.  We still have to complete the project by completing the path out to the road 

with a set of steps and maybe to get the bus stop moved. So continue to watch this area 

improve. 

 

Merry Mayhem on Murder Mystery Night 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Barn Café was at its most festive on 29th July, with bunting hung over the counter, 

and long, white tables, each sporting a bottle covered in the appropriate colour for one of 

eight Cluedo characters.  The guests completely upstaged the space, though, with many 

turning up in fancy dress, either as detectives, or in 1920s garb, or just matching their 



 

 

table colour; the Miss Peacock table was particularly vibrant.  Miss Marple and Sherlock 

Holmes put in an appearance, as did members of the local constabulary.  In addition there 

were several flappers with glitzy sequins and feather boas.  In short, everyone entered 

into the spirit of the evening with gusto, and the thunder rolls and music which heralded 

each scene added to the atmosphere. 

As has been advertised, Moneypenny Productions were 

here to stage their Murder Mystery event Dead over 

Dinner. Lawrence Brown, whose company performed the 

event, was a past master at creating atmosphere, and 

soon had the whole audience participating volubly in the 

fun as the gruesome murder of Professor Plum – which 

took place in the dining room although what was left of 

his body was discovered in the study – unfolded.  

Between the courses the actors played a number of 

scenes which suggested 

that each of the three 

people at Plum’s house, 

Mrs White the cook, 

Colonel Mustard the 

botanist, and Miss 

Scarlett the actress all 

might have had a hand 

in the murder.  The 

actors all took it in turn to be questioned by table teams, 

and points were awarded, or taken away, depending on 

the quality of the interrogation.  All but the murderer 

had to answer truthfully, so part of the skill lay in 

finding the right questions to ask. 

While the guests 

were chewing over 

the facts as they saw 

them, they were also chewing on an excellent ‘cold 

collation’, provided largely by Waitrose, and prepared 

for service by the committee.  Pâté, salmon, roast 

beef, a range of salads, Gü desserts, fresh grapes and 

mints all disappeared in turn amongst lively discussion 

regarding the possible culprit. 

Was Colonel Mustard taking revenge for having his 

research published under Professor Plum’s name? Did 

Mrs White object to being sacked for failing to 

provide suitable meals? Or was Miss Scarlett trying to 

avoid being blackmailed by the Professor?  And who – 

or what was Matilda? It turned out that she was a 50’ 

high carnivorous plant, and had consumed the majority 

of the professor’s body before succumbing to the 



 

 

poison which had killed him. 

At the end of the evening, each table was invited to answer the questions; who did it; how 

did they do it; and why did they do it?  After an early lead on bonus points, Dr Black’s 

table fell from their prestigious lead position, and in the end it was Miss Peach’s table 

which took home the winners’ certificates. Oh, and the murderer?  It was Mrs White, who 

had been sacked from her job because the plant kept eating all the meat, and who didn’t 

want to leave until she had found the Crown Jewels the previous owner of the house had 

told her were hidden somewhere. 

The evening was a resounding success, with many positive 

comments as people left, as well as requests for a re-run.  Our 

thanks go to Lawrence Brown and his company for providing such 

excellent entertainment, to Roy Page for suggesting the idea in 

the first place, to Elaine for organising all the food, and to Anne 

and Carolyn for keeping the meal running smoothly, to all the 

members of the committee for setting up and clearing, and most 

of all, to all the people who came to participate.  We raised 

£555.87. 

I lost count of the people who came to 

tell me how much they’d enjoyed the 

evening.  Some even emailed me 

afterwards.  Here is a sample of what I 

received. 

I just wanted to say thank you for organising such an 

enjoyable evening on Saturday. 

 

Just wanted to thank you for organising the thrilling 

murder Mystery last night. It really was great fun and  

so well organised. 

 

Hopefully my praise will encourage you to arrange more 

similar events!  

 

I think it well might!  Thanks to James for the photos. 

 

FoSE workwear 

After a long period where prices have remained stable, the cost of some FoSEwear items 

is having to increase slightly, as we are being charged more for them.  Polo shirts will go 

from £10 – 12; still excellent value, while men’s gilets will now be £22.  No other price 

rises have been given to us, but may be in the pipeline, so now would be a good time to buy.  

Please see Elaine if you are interested.  These items are ideal for the work we do at 

Standen.  For a full list of FoSEwear items and prices, please see 

http://www.fose.org.uk/fundraising/fose-branded-clothing/  

 

http://www.fose.org.uk/fundraising/fose-branded-clothing/


 

 

And talking of websites… 

…Have you visited the new-look FoSE website at http://www.fose.org.uk/ Carolyn 

has been working tirelessly to revamp the site, which was beginning to look a little 

dated.  It has a new, smart font and lots of lovely new (and older) photos.  It 

includes a blog, and links to events, fund-raising, awards, projects and much more.  

Do make time to have a look, and I’m sure that, if you have a favourite photo of 

Standen, Carolyn would love to have a copy to upload. 

 

A rocking good seat 

Ben has been putting his 

creative talents to use once 

again, this time on Rock Top 

Walk.  He has used some of 

the timber felled on the 

estate to create a delightful 

seat encircling the Giant 

Redwood tree, and has also 

constructed a rail fence to 

delineate the path leading 

to it.  The end result is an enticing secluded spot where visitors can sit and soak up 

the atmosphere. 

 

Standen’s new gadget 

In recognition of Ben’s sterling work around the 

estate, FoSE agreed to fund the purchase of a new 

toy for him – a 

wood splitter, 

costing around 

£1,700, which will 

enable him to use 

estate wood to 

create fence rails, 

roof shingles and 

much more without 

wearing out his 

muscles or those of 

the Woods Group.   

 

It will also facilitate the creation of suitably-sized 

pieces of wood for making even more charcoal, 

http://www.fose.org.uk/


 

 

which, when sold, provides a useful income stream.  As can be seen from the 

pictures,  Ben is already hard at work with the new tool, 

and making short work of the job in hand.  James has 

also tried it out and pronounced it brilliant! 

 

Just in case Andy was feeling jealous, we have also 

released funds for a number of useful lawn implements, 

including new, sharp shears and a trulute – a device to 

even out top-dressing and level lawns.  The older shears 

have also been sharpened, making edging a much easier 

job.  Money has also been released so that Darielle can 

buy more tools for us to use in the garden.   

 

So all in all, your support of FoSE’s fund-raising efforts 

is being put to good uses which will benefit all of us. 

 

Get your quizzing hats on… 

…but before you do so, email rsvp@fose.org.uk  to book your place for Quiz Night, 

which is on Thursday 5th October.   There is also a sign-up list in the tea-room.  

It’s the usual set-up: a maximum of 80 guests, £3 for FoSE members, £4 for 

others and teams of 4-6 people.  Don’t worry if you haven’t got a full team; we can 

put tables together for those who book individually or in small groups.  The evening 

starts at 7 for 7.30 and is in the Barn Café; pay on the door.  Tea, coffee and 

biscuits will be served in the interval for a small fee, and there will of course be a 

raffle, so bring some cash. 

 

Money raised will go towards the new potting shed. 

 

A talented bunch 

You may recall filling a skills survey at Standen earlier in the year.  Glyn Jones has 

collated the information returned and wants to thank all those volunteers who 

responded and offered new skills on top of those they already use at Standen.  

This information – entered into the Skills Bank – will allow volunteers opportunities 

to use a variety of talents and hopefully give them even more satisfaction with the 

work they do at Standen.  
 

In future, well in advance, specific tasks and events that need volunteers will be 

advertised in Our Standen, especially when new skills are needed. Feedback will be 

provided when these projects have been completed to show the impact volunteers 

mailto:rsvp@fose.org.uk


 

 

have on Standen. Volunteer opportunities will still be advertised as they have been 

in the past – on notice boards, by email and so-on. 
 

 As Glyn says:  
At the outset, we wanted to make sure that all volunteers are aware of new 

opportunities but also identify what new skills we could use that might shape  

what we can do at Standen in the future. We think this is a good start and we  

will be monitoring the success of the Skills Bank in the months to come. 

 

And Finally… 

A Crino-what?  A Crinodendron of course.  Dinu Coltofeanu’s name came out of the 

hat in this season’s prize draw, so, it seemed only right to give him something with 

an equally complex moniker. 

 

Crinodendron hookerianum, or Chilean 

Lantern Bush, is an evergreen shrub 

with a profusion of red lantern-shaped 

flowers in early summer. It has an 

upright habit and can survive 

temperatures down to -10C.  

The plant on the House Terrace was 

planted by Margaret Beale and has 

survived a couple of very hard pruning 

events! It wows visitors every year and 

is one of our favourite plants. 

It was introduced to Britain in 1848 by the plant hunter William Lobb. It prefers 

partial shade and at Standen it is on an east-facing wall.  
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