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In this edition of In a Nutshell: 

MEET IKE 

WHO NEEDS BOB FLOWERDEW? 

BOB THE BARROW? 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

SUSSEX WORDS WANTED 

WEATHER WATCHING 1 

GARDEN GROUP ROUND UP 

WEATHER WATCHING 2 

MARK’S WOOD 

FOSE PURCHASE 

AND FINALLY… 

 

A Woods Volunteer with a difference 

Meet one of our Woods volunteers: IKE. He comes 

with his owner Dinu to the woods every Wednesday, 

where he enjoys the attention given to him by the 

other volunteers. He faithfully sits by Dinu’s side 

while his master saws up logs, no doubt supervising 

carefully. However, lunch time is Ike`s favourite time 

in the woods as he wanders around all the volunteers, 

looks up at them with large sorrowful eyes, and 

silently pleads for some tit bits, and amongst the 

soft-hearted he is successful. 

 

NUTS ABOUT STANDEN! 



 

 

However all this begging has now stopped as after one particularly successful 

Wednesday Dinu was not amused when on the Thursday morning he came 

downstairs to find that Ike had left him a present. Poor Dinu got the same present 

on Friday morning and Saturday morning as well. Now Ike is firmly secured to 

Dinu`s seat at lunchtimes, but still manages to scrounge some food from the 

softies.  Perhaps the headline should have been ‘Meat Ike’ rather than ‘Meet Ike’. 

 

Ike likes to play ‘throw the stick and I will fetch it’ on Wednesdays, but hasn`t 

yet mastered the art of dropping the stick when he has retrieved it so it makes 

for a very short game.  Just as well, maybe, or productivity amongst the Woods 

Group might be adversely affected. 
 

… or Pippa Greenwood 

when you can have James Masters, Carolyn Hibbert and Elaine Boot – and maybe 

more?  FoSE’s next fundraising event will be a Spring Gardeners’ Question Time.  

We have chosen the date of Friday 23rd March, just before the clocks go forward 

and even the most ardent couch potato springs forward with thoughts of floral 

displays and vegetable delights.  This extravaganza will take place in the Barn 

Café starting at 7 o’clock and will run for an hour and a half, so plenty of time to 

get your burning questions in.  You can email questions to newsletter@fose.org.uk, 

or hand them in on the door on the night, and we will try and ensure that as many 

as possible are answered.  We are charging a very reasonable £2.50 for this event, 

payable on the door, but would ask that you reserve your places by emailing the 

newsletter address above, so that we know when we are full up.  Tea and coffee 

will be available at 50p a cup, with a slice of cake on offer for £1. 

 

This is the first time we have held an event like this, but a chance to quiz the 

experts and turn our own gardens into mini-Standens.  So do come along and 

support us for what promises to be an informative and fun evening.  Not all the 

questions have to be totally serious; I’ve always wanted to know what pot plant 

James would take to his desert island if he was on Desert Island Discs. 
 

Or should it be Bella? 

Our trusty team of wall builders have to lug a lot of heavy stone around, and have 

come to the conclusion that a powered wheel barrow would be a great asset.  Of 

course, it would not just be an asset to them but to the Woods Group, the North 

Sussex Volunteers, the Garden Group, in fact anyone who has to move heavy tools, 

materials or pots around the estate.  The trouble is, it’s an expensive item, and 

even with our members’ generosity, not something we can buy lightly.  So we have 

decided to make it our next fund-raising project.  Membership fees will go 

towards it this year, but we also thought a sweepstake to find a suitable name for 

mailto:newsletter@fose.org.uk


 

 

what is properly known in the trade as a Belle Group 4 x 4 mini dumper might be a 

fun way of raising some cash.  So, 

nominate someone in your volunteer group 

to collect £1 per entry, and to keep a list 

of the names chosen.  We can then gat 

James to choose, blind, his preferred 

name, and the winner will get a bottle of 

wine.   

 

So you have some idea of what a suitable 

name might be, here is a picture of the 

vehicle in question. 
 

Record High for Membership 

FoSE membership reached a record high this year at 149 of you, all supporting the 

outdoor estate at Standen; but it’s now time for membership renewal.  Once again, 

on behalf of our hard-working membership secretary, can I please remind you of 

the ground rules:  

 Renewal (or new membership) should be taken out by the end of April 

 Forms will have come with this newsletter, or can be downloaded from the 

FoSE website at www.fose.org.uk .  I know filling out forms is a chore, but 

it’s the only way we have of keeping tabs on who has paid.  All too often we 

find an odd bit of cash in an envelope with FoSE on the front but no way of 

knowing which kind person has left it. 

 The membership fee has been held at £2 so that it is accessible to 

everyone, but many of our members add extra as a donation; we would not 

want to dissuade you from doing so!  

 Please try and remember to bring some cash with you to pay your fees when 

you come in to volunteer.  I know it’s easy to forget, but it does make Roy’s 

life difficult if people don’t pay up on time. 

 We don’t give a receipt as such, but Roy will give me a list of those who 

haven’t renewed after the end of April, so if you get the May newsletter, 

you can consider it your receipt; if you don’t, you forgot to pay! 

 

Sussex folk won’t be druv 

Apparently, the inhabitants of Sussex have a reputation for stubbornness; hence 

the phrase ‘Sussex folk won’t be druv’ – or driven - to do what they don’t want to.  

However, we’re hoping that you will want to help Standen find suitable names for 

parts of the estate which have never been formally christened.  So if you know any 

Sussex terms for a path, a field, or any other topographical feature, please let 
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Ben or James know.  Alternatively, you can email newsletter@fose.org.uk and it will 

be passed on. 

Thinking about this led me to a website where I discovered the following: 

Bannick means to beat, as in, ‘I’ll give him a good bannicking if I catch him.’  A 

ladybird was either a Bishop-Barnaby or God’s Almighty cow!  The Sussex version 

of a tongue-lashing is a dish of tongues, and it is to be hoped that Standen 

volunteers don’t become too doddlish or infirm in the near future. 

 

The weatherman cometh 

The committee has arranged for Ian Currie to be 

guest speaker at our AGM which will be held on 

Thursday 24th May at 6 p.m.  Ian has been a 

weather presenter on a number of TV programmes, 

including the Inside Out Series, Big Breakfast and 

Countryfile.  He is a member of the Royal 

Meteorological Society, and has written books on 

topics including Frost Fairs and the 1987 hurricane.  

He knows Standen and visits it often.   

 

His talk will be entitled Frost Fairs and focus on 

Britain’s severest winters over the last 1,000 years, and say how we coped and 

even benefited from them. How did 17th century watermen make a living when the 

rivers froze over? What activities took place on the ice-covered rivers at Frost 

Fairs? And why has the river Thames in the heart of London  not frozen as it last 

did over 200 years ago in the famous 1814 Frost Fair?  If you want to know the 

answers to these questions, please put the date in your diaries now.   
 

Post-Restoration gardening 

It’s nearly a year now since the Garden Revival project formally ended.  While the 

last five years provided endless excitement and challenge, it has been good in many 

ways to get back to ‘ordinary’ gardening and see the newly created and 

refurbished areas bed in and blossom.  The two separate garden and restoration 

groups have seamlessly amalgamated, and in addition, Tuesday gardening now 

attracts a small group of regulars who help keep the garden in good shape.  Jobs 

recently undertaken by the garden group have included planting next year’s tulip 

display.  By the end of the day, Brenda from Bristol’s comment of, ‘What, another 

one? I can’t stand it,’ wouldn’t have been out of place. 

 

James now has his eyes firmly set on the farm track, so another Thursday was 

spent clearing vegetation from the overgrown bank edge so that the wall builders 
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could create a clear line to where the wall used to be.  They then mocked up a 

short stretch to check it would meet with approval before starting on the wall 

proper.  Work in this area also led to the discovery of the original cobbled path, 

now some inches below the current surface.  Surrounded by orange plastic fencing 

to prevent accidents, the area at the bottom of the steps down from the sloping 

lawn had the aura of an archaeological dig until serious work with the digger began. 

 

Just after Christmas, a few stalwarts in need of some calorie-burning exercise, 

cleared fallen leaves from the Top Terrace, noting happily that weed growth 

amongst the heathers is much diminished.  They also cleared straggling grass, 

brambles and other weeds from the cages protecting the camellias planted some 

years ago. 

 

I can’t remember the figures from Judy Dench’s programme on trees, but Google 

came up with the suggestion that a healthy, mature oak tree might have around 

200,000 leaves.  As the garden volunteers spent both the first Tuesday and 

Thursday in January picking up leaves from the area under the rocks on the drive, 

this felt like a conservative estimate, but by the end of the day, the whole length 

of the drive looked very neat and tidy, as did the Rosa Rugosa bed which Nick and 

Darielle had pruned. 

 

The Rosery has also had a winter tidy-up, with paths weeded and the cascade area 

cleared of its blanket of soggy leaves.  Getting to and from the area was 

problematical, as the farm track is now cordoned off so that work can begin on its 

restoration. 
 

Whizz - what did you say? 

Sharp-eyed Elaine noticed James’ moniker of 

Wizzwot when she was watching the news recently, 

and realised that the weather-watcher photo being 

shown on South-east News was one he had sent in 

showing the oak tree brought down by recent gales.  

She was also quick-thinking enough to capture the 

image on the TV screen.   The tree here came down 

on a gate and fence in Jack and Tommy field, and 

was followed a few days later by a big oak tree in 

Rockinghill Wood.  Let’s hope that’s the last of this winter’s damage. 
 

Mark’s Wood Coppicing 

The Woods Group was hard at work in Mark’s Wood recently coppicing Hazels.  

This is a small patch of woodland near Horsham, belonging to Woods Volunteer 



 

 

Mark Phillips, and it is traditional for the Woods Group to go there for a general 

tidy one day every year. It was a cold day, so just as well Trudie was on hand to 

heat the soup up. 

Alison Smith gave a flavour 

of the day. 

The Woods Group have 

traditionally had a day out the 

first Wednesday of the new 

year.  Mark Phillips is a long-

standing 'woods' volunteer, 

and when he acquired his own 

ten-acre patch of woodland in 

Roman Woods near Horsham, 

he invited the group to come 

and give him a hand.  At Standen, Trudie & Ben 

load the truck up with tools and the all-

important cauldron for heating the soup, whilst 

everyone else makes their own way there.  

Directions are to turn off the A281 when you 

see the sign to Furnace Lakes Fishing Club ... 

most of us find our way without too much 

trouble, although not sensible to clean the car 

before you come.  Mark directs where he would 

like the coppicing work and other clearing to be done; there will be the usual bonfire 

(obviously needed apart from anything else for tea and soup) and always keeping fingers 

crossed for at least a relatively dry day, the group have a lovely day out.  This year Trudie 

& Ben returned with a much-needed supply of good stakes and binders for the hedge-

layers, so a very useful day out as well - long may traditions continue. 

 

FoSE-funded 

The most recent purchase by FoSE is of a strong, 

lockable, metal storage box which will be used by the 

Woods Group.  Despite the Homebase price label on 

the picture, Anthony Fisher was able to secure it for 

FoSE for only £400.  So well done, and thank you. 

  

And finally… 

If anyone has any of those little packets of silica gel that they don’t want, Carolyn 

would be pleased to have them to help keep her dried flowers in tip-top condition. 

 

Pam Griffiths          January ‘18 


