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THE FRIDGE IS DEAD…   

AND FINALLY….  

 

To keep you posted 

You will notice a small change I’m trialling in the layout of the newsletter this 

month.  Beside the main headings is a list of FoSE dates we’d like you to be 

aware of.  Events which are asterisked and will be explained more fully in the 

main body of the newsletter (use the headings on the left to navigate to the 

item you are interested in).  More distant events will be detailed nearer the 

time, but please put the dates in your diary now. 
 

All change in the garden 

There have been two big changes on the garden team recently.  First Darielle 

left Standen, having been either a volunteer or staff member for around 10 
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years.  However, as her husband is due to retire, and they plan to do some 

travelling together, it seemed the right time to go, although she has been 

spotted as a visitor at Standen on a 

couple of occasions already.   

Shortly after this, Andy was offered a 

secondment at Glyndebourne, an 

opportunity too good to miss, especially as 

it is much closer to home for him.  A BBQ 

was planned as a send-off, and took place 

at Hollybush Barn on what must have been 

one of the wettest afternoons in a very 

wet winter.  Needless to say, the rain 

didn’t manage to dampen the atmosphere, 

although it did seem to have rather an 

odd effect on James. 

One replacement gardener has already 

been appointed, in the form of Rachel 

Kerr, who has slipped seamlessly into Darielle’s job and has already – as she put 

it – ‘been FoSEed’. 

 

Sunshine barbecue 

Hopefully! This year’s BBQ will take place at 

and around the picnic area on Sunday 8th 

July from 11 - 3.30, so we have a 

reasonable expectation of good weather.  

To fit in with Mike Leigh’s wish to promote 

the woodland part of the estate, the theme 

of the day will be countryside crafts. 

Trudie will be running an ecology area, 

including pond-dipping, insect sweeping, 

stream kicking, flower and tree 

identification (and if you don’t know what 

some of these things are, the BBQ would be 

a good time to find out).  The North Sussex group will open up the pump house 

area and explain what they are working on there. The Bee group will give talks on 

bee-keeping, and tell us how the Standen hives are doing.  Carolyn will show how 

to dye fibres using natural materials.  In addition, there will be a plant stall, 

tombola, cakes to buy, and much more.  Look out for the posters at Standen for 

more detail. 



If you would like to buy BBQ food on the day, please email numbers – and 

preferences if you prefer veggie or gluten free – to rsvp@fose.org.uk .  You 

don’t need to pay up front, but we do need to know how many to cater for.  

One lucky FoSE member will get a free BBQ voucher in the summer draw. 

We also need tombola prizes, so if you have any unwanted or surplus to 

requirement items which would be suitable, please give them to a member of the 

committee so that we can wrap them up before sending them off to a new home. 

We will also be slightly short of helpers on the day – two of our usual cooks 

won’t be available, so any assistance on the day would be much appreciated.  

Tell anyone on the committee if you think you can help out. 

 

Standen wins a bunch of prizes 

The annual RHS show was upon us this year 

while we were still in the grip of winter, but 

nevertheless, as Elaine will explain, Standen 

stepped up to the plate: 

The weather has not been kind to us this winter 

with snow, cold and rain. Many of the shrubs 

that were usually in flower now were not even 

showing buds. However, Nick, Elaine, Cyril Ridley 

and Jo Pamplin 

found plenty of 

blooms and 

foliage to take 

to the RHS Spring Ornamental Show and the 

Camellia Show. This event is usually held at 

Wisley Garden 

but, due to the 

building work 

there to create 

a new entrance, 

café etc. it was 

relocated to 

Savill Garden, 

Windsor. 

Our Camellia entries included a class for 6 

blooms, a class for 3 blooms and some single 

specimens. In the shrub section we entered a 

class for 4 shrubs in flower, Pieris in bloom, 
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Heather in bloom, variegated foliage and a conifer shown for its foliage. The 

latter was from an original Mrs Beale plant, Cephalotaxus harringtonia. This 

handsome conifer can be found at the top of the Croquet Lawn border. The 

Camellia blooms were a mix of original plants and some of the new cultivars that 

have been bought with money raised by FoSE.  

The preparations for the Show entail a very busy, long day as well as some time 

in the weeks before checking what we think might be ready to show on the day. 

Only perfect, unmarked blooms are chosen as any blemishes will only get worse 

as the day progresses. Nick and Elaine make their way around the Garden 

examining each Camellia bush for likely entries. Cyril and Jo carefully ferry the 

blooms back to the stable yard where they are prepared for travelling in small 

jars, or buckets for the larger items. After an early lunch, the cars are loaded 

and we set off to tackle the M25! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Once at Savill Garden all the entries are transferred to the marquee where the 

Show is held. It is a hive of activity with staff from Nymans, the Crown Estate, 

private individuals, etc. and the Committee members from the Camellia and 

Rhododendron Society. Tables are laden with colourful blooms and buckets of 

shrub branches abound. Much primping and preening occurs before we are 

finally happy with our entries. Some of the shrub entries have to be measured 

to ensure that they are within the size criteria for the Show. Elaine is buried 

under a mass of paperwork and labels trying to sort out which blooms are in 

which class. As you can see from the photos, everything is eventually ready and 

we can clear up and head home.  

The team eagerly awaited news of any winners, as no one was able to go along 

over the weekend to see if their hard work had paid off.  Clearly it had, with 

Standen being awarded one 1st, five 2nds, two 3rds and four 4ths. 

 

Weatherman talk 

As usual, the business part of the AGM was concluded swiftly, with the 

President’s Award going to Jane Hale of the Kitchen Garden Group for her 

sterling work in decoration the Goose Green Christmas trees, as well as several 

other projects, some still in the pipeline.  James was also able to announce that 

permission has now been granted for our stained glass sculpture to be placed in 

the top of the garden, where it will catch the early morning sun.  It will 

hopefully be installed on Midsummer’s Day. 

 

After that, James welcomed Ian 

Currie, weatherman, who held the 

audience enthralled for the rest of 

the evening on the subject of Frost 

Fairs and much more.  He began with 

a summary of why the evening had 

turned out so damp, a collision had 

taken place between hot, very stormy 

weather on the continent and cooler 

weather in the UK, creating a front – 

a term adopted as this phenomenon 

was first described in 1916, and it seemed appropriate given that what was 

happening on the Western Front loomed so large in the collective consciousness. 

 

Ian’s ability to remember dates of weather events was phenomenal: in 1867, 

snow in May froze the Derby, causing it to be put back until June; snow also fell 

in the south-east during June in 1975.  The Thames froze over in London in 250 



A.D., and in medieval times in a number of years: 1092, 1141, 1208, 1309 and 

1364, when the Greyfriars gave a feast for the poor on the river.  In 1564, the 

watermen, deprived of their usual occupation by an iced-up Thames, turned 

their wherries upside-down to create market stalls.  The old London Bridge, 

with its many arches, blocked ice floes coming downstream, and increased the 

chances of the whole river freezing at this point.  The ice attracted the curious 

and the sporty, who in turn attracted entrepreneurs keen on selling: ale – from 

fuddling tents, hog roasts, tickets to cock fights and bear baiting, souvenir 

prints showing you have been on the ice on a particular date, and other more 

nefarious attractions.  For example, when a soldier fell through the ice and was 

trapped, watermen sold viewings of the ‘ice man’!  Skating was also popular, 

especially after 1663 when iron skates were introduced. 

 

The two centuries from 

around 1500 are known as 

the Little Ice Age, which 

peaked between 1650 and 

1700, when 22 severe 

winters were recorded.  

The coldest of these was 

in 1683 when the Thames 

was frozen from the end 

of December until 

February and the Straights of Dover were blocked by ice.  1739/40 was the 

second coldest winter on record: trees splitting apart with the cold sounded like 

explosions, and numerous river bridges suffered damage.  So Frost Fairs peaked 

during this period.  However, they continued intermittently up until 1814, a year 

which saw 15-20’ snow drifts in central London; but once London Bridge was 

replaced in 1831 by a structure with much wider spans between arches, and 

dredging and embankment took place, the river flowed faster and there was no 

bottleneck to trap the ice. 

 

There have been other extreme winters, though: in 1838 Caroline Molesworth in 

Cobham recorded a temperature of 310 below inside her house: the gin froze!  

In 1895 the Thames froze at Kingston and the bridge collapsed.  The 1927 

Christmas blizzard was the first in which food parcels were dropped by air to 

those cut off, and while both 1940 and 1947 were memorably cold, 1963 was the 

coldest in England since 1740. 

 

In between these extreme cold weather events, there were also periods of 

above average temperatures; mild, wet winters which were unhealthy, and made 



roads impassable.  In 1662, which was mild, people longed for a ‘normal’ winter, 

so it seems that the weather has always been a subject of complaint. 

 

Badgers beware  

Last year it was squirrels – so FoSE bought a cage to keep them out of the tulip 

pots.  This year it was badgers digging up bulbs which were the bane of Nick’s 

life, especially when, as he said, they brought the squirrels along as side-kicks 

to eat what they had unearthed.  However, despite the depredations of the 

wildlife, and despite a miserable early spring, once the tulips did come out, they 

erupted into glory once again.  The tulip festival is now well established, drawing 

visitors from far and wide, giving a much-needed boost to earlier low visitor 

numbers.   

It is also sufficiently 

prestigious amongst Trust 

properties for Nick to be 

asked to give a talk about the 

tulips to the London and 

South-east Lead Gardeners’ 

Meeting, and as we can see, he 

held them enthralled. So well 

done to Nick, and to the 

volunteers who helped plant 

them and then provided a 

human relay chain from the 

squirrel cage to move the pots – with a little mechanical help – up the hill  into 

the courtyard, where these precious heritage varieties made a splendid show. 

Because it has been such a wet winter, all this year’s tulips will be dug out – 

which means we can plant some more in the autumn…. 

And the badgers?  They are being deterred by rubbish radio, left on overnight 

to persuade them to forage elsewhere.  So far, it seems to be working. 

 

Palm router and pantograph 

This is FoSE’s latest purchase, a snappily-

named item requested by Ben.  While the 

accompanying image is not from Standen’s 

router, it gives a flavour of the kind of 

work that can be done.  It will have multiple 

uses around the estate, creating trail 



markers, plant labels and so on, and we look forward to the creative uses Ben 

will find for it. 

 

More welcome wildlife 

As the weather improved the Woods 

Group began replacing sections of 

boardwalk laid around twelve years ago 

near Derek Gees’ bench, improving access 

to the new bird and dormouse boxes in 

the woods. Trudie has also been doing 

basic plant surveys in wood and meadow 

areas, and will follow up with a pollinator 

and butterfly survey.  By now, too, many 

of the new nesting boxes will be occupied 

as ‘des res’ for woodland birds.  In the garden itself, Robins have been seen 

nesting near the nursery, and Nick has 

spotted several Blackcaps.  Pond dipping 

found common and palmate newts in the 

overflow pool below the swimming pond, 

but tadpoles from frog spawn laid earlier 

were nowhere to be seen; presumably 

victims of the late cold snaps.  

 

The trail cameras bought by FoSE to ‘spy’ 

on the dormice have been tested down at 

Hollybush Barn, so Trudie now knows who 

ate all the cake! 

 

Those pesky Data Protection Regulations 

No doubt you are as fed up with everyone banging on about data protection as I 

am; however, even FoSE is subject to its regulations.  To comply with the new 

regulations, from May 25th, membership forms will carry a brief explanation of 

how we use the data you give us and who holds it. Completion of the form implies 

that you are happy with the terms under which we use it, and are happy to be 

contacted by FoSE.  This will be a brief statement to avoid overload, but if you 

need to know more, please check the legislation for yourself as this will inform 

our actions.   

 



… Long live the fridge 

A message from Elaine: 

If anyone has a fridge that they no longer need we are in need of a working 

fridge for the seeds to be kept in. It could be collected from within a 

reasonable radius of Standen.  It is important to keep seed at a low 

temperature to prolong its viability. Our old fridge has expired! Please contact 

any of the committee or James. 

 

And finally….  

When I was a small child, my parents 

kept chickens, which laid eggs somewhat 

unreliably, to say the least.  Every so 

often, my father would threaten to wring 

their necks and put them in the pot; this 

invariably provoked a flurry of egg- 

laying.  I thought of this recently, when, 

after a year of having Webmail bounce 

many of your emails, I finally asked if 

FoSE communications could go out via 

the National Trust.  Unfortunately, this 

will not be possible, but since this threat, Webmail, like the chickens, has 

clearly decided it’s time to behave, and recent emails have delivered perfectly.  

So I’m going to try sending this via Webmail.  If you are reading it, the 

newsletter has evidently been issued somehow, but at the moment, it’s anybody’s 

guess how! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pam Griffiths         May ‘18 

 


