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In this edition of In a Nutshell:  FoSE calendar 

RESTORATION REMEMBERED   Fose Committee – 13th August ‘18 

ANOTHER GARDEN FAREWELL  Quiz – 30th October ‘18 

QUIZ TIME AGAIN*    Murder Mystery – 13th July ‘19 

SUMMER SIZZLE 

AN OFFER YOU CAN’T REFUSE* 

SUMMER BRANCH DROP 

NEW GARDENER… 

AND FINALLY… 

 

 

In place at last… 

… and capturing the sunlight.  Louise 

Durham’s beautiful glass sculpture, 

commissioned to commemorate the 

work done by garden team and 

volunteers alike, has finally been 

settled into its new home between the 

Top Terrace and the Plantation.  Thanks 

to all those who contributed to raising 

funds to pay for this lovely art work.  

Louise has chosen colours which 

faithfully reflect those that can be 

seen from where the sculpture has 
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been placed – with lovely views across to Weir Wood Reservoir and Ashdown 

Forest beyond – and set the resulting glass in an elegant leaf shape cased in a 

piece of wood from the Standen estate. 

 

While James was awaiting final permission for its installation, the sculpture 

skulked in the dark in the stable-yard, but two weeks ago, volunteers carried it to 

its new home and the wall building team set it carefully in its concrete base, 

surrounding it initially in protective plastic fencing.  Needless to say, a number of 

volunteers knocked off early – it was very hot – to go and admire it.  It will provide 

a fitting and eye-catching memorial to all the hard work that went into the Garden 

Restoration between 2012 and 2017. 

 

Nymans Nick 

It was time for yet another farewell recently, as Nick Delves, who had been at 

Standen for eight years, and Senior Gardener for three, left to take up a post at 

Nymans Gardens.  Nick came to Standen as a recently qualified horticulturalist, 

having served his apprenticeship at Great Dixter.  He soon became known for his 

meticulous planning and care in setting out the beds he was responsible for.  A few 

years ago, he began planting tulip bulbs, a move which led eventually to the 

creation of the Tulip Festival – an idea which won him an award from the Trust for 

an innovation which brought additional visitors to the property out of high season.  

It also brought him much grumbling – mainly good-natured – from the volunteers 

engaged in planting the thousands of bulbs required.  However, the reward of 

seeing all the beautiful colour combinations created, and often in less expected 

places, amply offset the aching knees and wrists.  He was also responsible for the 

re-vamping of the Lower Terrace, with carefully placed shrubs reflecting 

Gardinesque ideas, as well as colourful herbaceous planting – and of course, tulips. 



 

 

 

On Nick’s last ‘volunteer day’, afternoon tea was served on the House Terrace, so 

hopefully he feels we sent him off in style.  We wish him well at Nymans, and 

expect to see new eruptions of colour there soon. 

 

Book your Quiz places now! 

The next big Standen Quiz will take place in the Barn on Tuesday 30th October in 

the Barn Café at 7 for 7.30. Entry is £3 or £4 for non-FoSE participants; pay 

on the door.  Tea, coffee and biscuits will be served in the interval for a small fee, 

and there will of course be a raffle, so bring some cash.  Susan Hodgson is in 

charge of ensuring we don’t go over our 80 maximum number, and is ready to take 

your bookings.  It is always a popular event, so do contact her soon to book your 

place(s).  If you have a team, maximum 6, then could the team leader either email 

her -  susanhodgson16@aol.com or phone 01342 327452 and let her know your 

name and how many are in the team.  If you haven't got a full team just get in 

touch; let her know how many of you are looking for a team and she'll sort it out 

and get back to you. 

 

Some like it hot 

When the date for the Summer BBQ 

was set, no-one expected us to be in 

the middle of a protracted 

heatwave, and the plan was to hold it 

at the picnic area.  In the event, 

Sunday 8th July proved far too hot for 

such an exposed site, and the 

decision was taken to move the event 

down to Hollybush Barn.  In spite of 

the distance, a number of Standen 

visitors came to join the fun, so 

despite the fact that bookings had 



 

 

been a little down on previous years, 

the event still made £512.66, with 

most stalls taking around £100.  John 

Spencer was the winner of the 

summer FoSE draw, and was in 

attendance to enjoy the free burger 

his voucher entitled him to. 

 

Thanks to all those who helped on the 

day, and to those who just came to 

take part and help us raise funds for 

the garden.  The money taken will go towards the purchase of the powered wheel 

barrow. 

 

Come and join us! 

Many of the current FoSE committee have been part of the team for years – 

which shows that it can’t be too much of a commitment.  We are always looking for 

new blood, though, and people with new ideas.  The fact that I’m still on the 

committee after several years shows that it can’t be too onerous.  However, when 

the matter is broached during volunteer sessions, most people’s reaction is to shy 

away – I know I did – partly from fear of not knowing what I was letting myself in 

for.   

 

So that people can see what is involved, we are offering an open invitation to join 

us for the committee meeting to be held on Monday 13th August at 8 o’clock in the 

Barn Café.  Meetings last around an hour and a half and are quite informal.  In 

fact, as Peter is fond of saying when volunteers get the giggles - ‘Too much 

frivolity’.  Attending a taster session will not be taken as any kind of a 

commitment.  We promise not to nag you afterwards, but felt it might be helpful 

for people to see what is involved.  If you are interested in coming along, please 

speak to one of the committee. 

 

Beware beech trees in dry 

weather 

No-one coming along Standen’s drive can 

have missed seeing the huge beech logs 

either side of the drive.  These are the 

result of a phenomenon called Summer 

Branch Drop, to which beech trees are 

particularly prone.  Beech is the iconic 



 

 

tree across much of Northern Europe, but is under threat from global warming.  In 

periods of prolonged drought, such as we are currently experiencing, trees have to 

work much harder to get much needed water into their limbs, especially those 

which are over-extended.  Little warning is given, just a sharp crack like a gunshot 

just before the branch falls.  It is fortunate that this one fell in the evening after 

the property had closed.  As it was, it stopped house manager Vicky from returning 

home late in the evening.   

 

The roadway was cleared rapidly, but it took a team of volunteers much of a 

Thursday session to clear the debris and brushwood from the verges and adjoining 

field and tidy up the driveway.  The larger logs have yet to be cleared.  The moral, 

though, is: don’t stand under a beech tree in hot, dry weather. 

 

…or is it old 

Rumour has it that a certain Scot discovered that the grass wasn’t as green on the 

other side as he thought it might be, and that he is returning to Standen towards 

the end of next month.  If that is indeed the case, we look forward to welcoming 

him back.  I’m sure there is plenty that he can be found to do. 

 

Plus ça change, plus c’est la même chose 

Or to gloss it in English: nothing much changes.  On a recent trip to Wallington in 

Northumberland, I came 

across an exhibition poster 

with a section of a National 

Trust Report from 1968.  

It would seem, that despite 

our occasional ‘the world’s 

going to hell in a handcart’ 

prognosis regarding the 

nation’s manners and 

behaviour, not too much 

has changed in the last half 

century.  Part of the report read as follows: 

 

 Children are a menace and have to be watched ALL the time.  Small 

 children often shout in the Central Hall because they like the echo.   

At least 50 people have been asked to go outside to finish eating ice  

cream and the front door is often surrounded by stubbed out  

cigarettes. 

 



 

 

Oh dear, that was our generation of little people; I hope none of us is implicated.  

I very rarely see Standen visitors with a cigarette in their hand, and I haven’t 

heard tales of ice creams in the house, so perhaps things are actually improving 

more than we think they are.  Having said that, there was a small boy kicking a ball 

about rather too close to Wallington’s windows… 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pam Griffiths         July ‘18 


